
Have you ever seen a solar eclipse? If 
you are like  most  people, you probably  
haven’t. On August 21, 2017 there is go-
ing to be a solar eclipse. This day is very 
important  because  it may be a once in a 
lifetime event.  A solar eclipse is when 

the moon completely blocks out the sun. 
The solar eclipse will come through 
about half of Aiken County and there 
are parts where a full solar eclipse will 
be seen. The best local views will be in 
Ridge Spring, Monetta, Wagener, and at 
Camp Gravatt.  To enjoy a solar eclipse, 
you need to buy solar eclipse glasses to 
wear while viewing  so that you will be 
safe. Other information about solar 
eclipses and how to be safe while viewing 
them will be located in the other sec-
tions of the brochure. Be prepared for 
the solar eclipse coming up because it 
may be one of the most amazing sights 
you have ever seen! 

August 21, 2017 
 

Solar 
Eclipse  

Guide 

Prepared by 4th Grade GT Class 
Millbrook Elementary School 

Mrs. Santos, Teacher 

For more information on 
the Solar Eclipse, visit these 

internet sites: 

 

http://rpsec.usca.edu/
eclipse/ 

This site is helpful because 
it tells you exactly when the 

eclipse is coming to your 
neighborhood and provides 

safety tips. 

 

http://www.nasa.gov/ 

This site has valuable 
information about the 

eclipse of 2017. 

 

http:// www. 
Eclipse2017.org /

eclipse2017_main.htm 

This site will show  you the 
path of totality.   

 

 

 

Special thanks to Dr. Gary Senn, Director at 
RPSEC for his support 

CONSTRUCTING 
A PINHOLE 

ECLIPSE VIEWER 

Materials:  shoebox (or larger, tape, 

small piece of aluminum foil, white 

paper, straight pin, scissors 

1. Take the box and on the front 

side of the box cut out a small 

hole.  Tape aluminum foil over 

the hole. 

2. Now get your straight pin and 

poke a hole into the foil,  but not 

too big or small. 

3. Then get the white sheet of pa-

per and tape it inside the box op-

posite of the hole.  This will be  

your viewing screen. 

4. Finally get your scissors and on 

the bottom of the box cut out a 

big enough space for your head.   

5. Facing away from the sun, point 

the hole toward the sun,  and 

place your face into the opening 

to look at the screen. Enjoy the 

view! 



SAFE VIEWING PRACTICES 

To view a solar eclipse safely, buy 

solar eclipse glasses. Do not buy 

regular sunglasses because they 

might be good but they are not good 

enough! You can order solar eclipse 

glasses on the 

internet.  You 

can buy them for 

$2.00 at Ruth 

Patrick Science 

Center, USC-A 

Bookstore, H.O. Weeks Rec Center 

and other places in town.  If you 

don’t buy solar eclipse glasses, do 

not look directly at the sun because 

it can burn your eyes and you can 

become blind for life.  The only time 

you can safely remove your eclipse 

glasses is during totality, so you can 

see the corona. If you don’t have 

eclipse glasses, you can make a 

viewer using the directions on this 

pamphlet.  This is all you need to do 

to view a solar eclipse safely. It is a 

rare experience that you don’t want 

to miss.   

THE PATH OF 

TOTALITY 

The path of totality is when the moon 

completely  covers the sun and casts its 

umbra shadow on the Earth.  Parts of 

Aiken will experience totality. Totality is 

when only the corona of the sun will be  

seen.  This is the only time during the 

event that it will be safe to remove your 

eclipse glasses, as the sun itself is 

totally blocked by the moon.  As for 

viewing the rest of the event, you will 

want to watch this, but you must be 

wearing protective eyewear to avoid 

temporary or permanent blindness. 

Totality will only last about 2 minutes at 

the longest. The path of totality is a 

“once in a lifetime” experience so 

DON’T MISS OUT! 

 

What is a Solar 

Eclipse? 

Suddenly the day is night, but 

it is still daytime. What is 

happening? It is a solar 

eclipse. A solar eclipse is 

when the moon blocks out the 

sun, casting its shadow on 

the earth.  To be in the path of 

totality, you must be in the 

umbra (the darkest part of the 

moon’s shadow). During a full 

eclipse, all you can see is a 

ring of light called a corona. 

For an eclipse to happen, the 

sun, moon, and earth have to 

be aligned as shown in the 

picture. They have to be 

perfectly aligned. So don’t 

freak out… it’s not an 

apocalypse, it’s a solar 

eclipse! 


